1790.

CHAP

Who are to
repair to the
Indian fettle-
ment, &c.

Contraé to be
written on
parchment,
&c,

Commiflion.
ers to caufe

th: lands to

be furveyed,
&c.

LAWS o MARYLAND,

lawful for the remaining commiffioners, or a majority of them, to appoint ano-
ther fkilful perfon or perfons to fupply fuch vacancies, and every perfon fo ap-

ointed {hall have the fame power and authority as any of the commiffioners ap-
pointed by this act. ) ,

II. dnp e it enafted, That the faid commiffioners, or the major part of
them, fhall be and hereby are authorifed and empowered, with all convenient
fpeed after the paffage of this a&, to repair to the Indian fettlement, near Secre-
tary’s Creek, in Dorchefter county, and to contract, covenant and agree, in be-
half of this ftate, with the Choptank Indians inhabiting the faid fettlement, for the
purchafe of all and fingular the lands, tenements and appertenances, belonging
to the faid Indians, and to enter into fuch covenant and agreement on the part of
this ftate, for enabling the faid commiffioners to obtain the right and title of the
faid Indians to the faid lands, tenements and appertenances, as in their difcretion
and judgment {hall be deemed advifable; provided neverthelefs, that in making
fuch contract and agreements it {hall be covenanted and agreed by the faid Indi-
ans, that the right, title and intereft, of and in the fard lands, tenements and
appertenances, fhall be granted by the faid Indians, and for ever thereafter vefted
and confirmed in this ftate, and that, in confideration thereof, it fhall be cove-
nanted and agreed by the faid commiffioners, on the part of this ftate, that there
fhall be referved to the faid Indians, for their own cultivation and improvement,
a quantity of the faid land not exceeding three hundred acres, to be fo laid off by
the faid commifiioners as to include their prefent fettlements, and a fuitable pro-
portion of the woodland, and that the quantity of land o referved, fhall be held,
ufcd and occupied, by the faid Indians, {o long as their tribe fhall continue to in-
habit the faid fettlement ; and alfo, that an annuity in current money, not ex-
ceeding three hundred dollars, fhall be fettled on the faid Indians, and be payable
for their ufe quarterly, out of the treafury of eaftern fhore, to the orders of fuch
perfon or friend as the faid Indians fhall, from time to time, appoint to draw
the fame, and that the payment of fuch annuity fhall commence on the firft
Monday of lanuary next enfuing the date of fuch agreement, and be payable as
aforefaid fo long as the faid tribe thall continue in their faid fettlement.

III. 9nv be it enalled, That on the completion of fuch contradt and agree-
ment, the terms thereof fhall be fully and diftin@ly written on parchment or
paper, and the fame fhall be fubfcribed and executed, in the prefence of two juf-
tices of the peace of the faid county, by the faid Indians, or by fome of them,
on the part and with the confent of their tribe, and by the faid commiffioners, or
the major part of them, on behalf of this flate, and the atteftation thereof fhall
be made and certified by the faid juftices, and the faid agreement thali, in fome
convenient time thereafter, be depofited in the office of the clerk of the faid coun-
ty, and be recorded by him among the land records of the county, and after the
enrolment thereof the fame fhall be tranfimitted by the faid commiffioners to the
governor and the council, to be filed and retained by them for fafe cuftocy.

IV. anb be it enaften, That after the completion and execution of the faid
contract and agreement, the faid commiffioners fhall determine on a certain day
when they fhall meet together at the faid Indian fettlement, and fhall caufe a
fummons to be ferved on the furveyor of the faid county, or on fuch other quali-
fied perfon as they (hall nominate for this purpofe, direéting him to be and appear
at fuch time and place jn order to furvey the faid lands, and thall give public notice
of their intentions to furvey the fame by advertifement to be fet up at the court-
houfe of the faid county, and at other public places in the neighbourhood ; and
the faid commiffioners and furvey6r, or 'other qualified perfon fummoned as afore-
faid, fhall accordingly meet at fuch time and place, and fhall thereupon proceed,
from time to time, to make an accurate furvey of the faid Jands, and of the feve-
ra] creeks, branches, tenements, roads, and other particulars, in the difcretion
of the faid commiffioners, which may be neceffary to furnith a juft idea of their
fituation and value ; and after fuch furvey thereof, the faid furveyor fhall make
an exact and correc plot thereof, defcribing thereon the faid feveral tenements,
crecks, branches and roads, aad fach other particulars a5 ball be direcied by the
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